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and literatureit isto beread and heard. We haveto appreciate and take pridein
his particul ar aspect of our culture. We must makeit a point to read as many
bookswriten during thosetimesasit will hel p usto understand so many thingsthat happened
inthosetimes. It will help usto read more booksand becomefamiliar with so many things
that our happening around ustoday. Inthislesson wewill learn about the devel opment of
modern Indian languagesand their literature. Wewill aso read about therole played by
the Christian missionariesin producing the earliest dictionariesand grammar of modern
Indian languages and the manner in which these have helped in the growth of modern
Indian literature. Besidesthese, we shall also get to know therol e of the Bhakti movement
and nationalismin the development of modern Indian literature.

© e

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

Rlchneesof any culture can been seen and appreci ated but wheniit comesto language

e trace the development of modern Indian languages,

e examine the relationship between socio-cultural changes in the Indian society
and the literature in different Indian languages;

e illustratethe unity and the underlying diversity in the Indian languages and their
literature; and

e examine the contribution of Indian languages and their literature in the
renaissance of Indian society.
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7.1 NORTHERN INDIAN LANGUAGES & LITERATURE

We havead ready seen how languagesevolvedinIndiaright upto theearly medieva period.
The old apabhramsha had taken new forms in some areas or was in the process of
evolvinginto other forms. Theselanguageswereevolving a twolevels. thespoken and the
written language. Theold Brahmi script of theAshokadayshad undergoneagreat change.
Thed phabetsduring Ashoka' s period were uneven in size but by thetime of Harsha, the
lettershad become of the same size and wereregular, presenting the picture of acultivated
hand.

Thestudieshaveindicated that al the scriptsof present northern Indian languages, except
that of Urdu, havehadtheir originin old Brahmi. A long and dow processhad giventhem
this shape. If we compare the scripts of Gujarati, Hindi and Punjabi, we can easily
understand thischange. Asfor the spoken word, thereare over 200 languages or dialects
spokeninIndiaat present. Some arewidely used while othersarelimited to aparticular
area. Out of al these, only twenty-two havefound their way into our Constitution.

A largenumber of people speak Hindi initsdifferent formsthat include Brgy Bhasha, and
Avadhi (spokenin Oudhregion), Bhojpuri, Magadhi, and Maithili (Spoken around Mithila),
and Rgjasthani and Khadi Boli (spoken around Delhi). Rgjasthani isanother variant or
diaect of Hindi. Thisclassification hasbeen made onthebasisof literature produced by
great poetsover alength of time. Thus, thelanguage used by Surdas and Bihari hasbeen
giventhenameof Brg Bhasha; that used by Tulsidasin the Ramacharitamanasaiscalled
Avadhi and theone used by Vidyapati has beentermed asMaithili. But Hindi, asweknow
ittoday istheonecaled Khadi Bali. Though Khusrau hasused Khedi Bali inhiscompositions
inthethirteenth century itsextensive usein literature began only inthe nineteenth century.
It even shows someinfluence of Urdu.

7.2 PERSIAN AND URDU

Urdu emerged asanindependent langauge towardsthe end of the4th century AD. Arabic
and Persian wereintroduced in Indiawith the coming of the Turks and the Mongols.
Persian remained the court langage for many centuries. Urdu asalanguage was born out
of theinteraction between Hindi and Persian.

After the conquest of Delhi (1192), the Turkish people settled in thisregion. Urdu was
born out of theinteraction of these settlersand soldiersin the barrackswith the common
people. Originally it wasadiaect but dowly it acquired dl thefeaturesof aformal language
when theauthors started using Persian script. It wasfurther given animpetusby itsusein
Bahamani statesof Ahmadnagar, Golkunda, Bijapur and Berar. Hereit waseven called
dakshini or daccani (southern). Astime passed, it became popular with the masses of
Ddhi.

Indian Culture and Heritage Secondary Course

MODULE - 1l

Languages and
Literature

P
Notes *



MODULE - 11l

Languages and
Literature

Notes

Indian Languagesand Literature-11

Urdu became more popular inthe early eighteenth century. People even wrote accounts of
later Mughalsin Urdu. Gradually it achieved astatuswhere literature-both poetry and
prose-started being composedinit. Thelast Mugha Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar wrote
poetry init. Someof hiscouplets have become quitewell known inthe Hindi and Urdu
speaking areas.

Urduwasgivenitspride of place by alarge number of poetswho haveleftinimitable
poetry for posterity. The earliest Urdu poet is supposed to be Khusrau (1253-1325). He
started writing asapoet in thereign of Sultan Balban and wasafollower of Nizam ud-din
Auliya. Heissaid to have composed ninty-nineworks on separate themes and numerous
versesof poetry. Among theimportant works composed by himare LailaMagnun and
Ayinarl-Skandari dedicated toAlau-din-Khalji. Among other well-known poetsare Ghdib,
Zauq, and Igbal. Igbal’sUrdu poetry isavailablein hiscollection called Bang- i - dara.
His Sargjahan se achcha Hindostan hamarais sung and played at many of the national
celebrationsin India. No army parade is considered compl ete without the army band
playingthistune. Inbig Indian citieslike Delhi thesearemany programmesinwhichfamous
sngersareinvited to Sing nazamsor Ghazal swritten by famous poetslike Ghaib, Maum,
Bulley Shah, Waris Shah besidesmany others. So you canimagine how rich our language
and literary culture must have beento continuetill today. It hasenriched our livesand is
central to peoplemeeting andintermingling with each other.

Among the best prosewriterswere peoplelike Pandit Ratan Nath Sarshar, who wrotethe
famous Fasanah- i-Azad. Evenintheearly days, Munshi Prem Chand, who issupposed
to beadoyen of Hindi literature, wrotein Urdu. Urdu hasgiven usanew form of poem
that is called a nazm. Urdu was patronised by the Nawabs of Lucknow, who held
symposiumsinthislanguage. Slowly it became quite popular. Pakistan hasadopted Urdu
asthestatelanguage.

Development of Literatureduring theMughal Period

Therewas atremendous devel opment in thefield of literature during the Mughal
times. Babar and Humauan wereloversof literature. Baber was himself agreat
scholar of Persian. He wrote abook known as Tuzek-e-Babari whichishighly
esteemed by the Turkish Literature. Humayun got thetreatisetrand ated into Arabic.
Hetoowasalover of learning and had establihsed abig Library. Humayun Nama,
topsthe bookswrittenin histimes.

Akbar wasvery fond of leaning. ‘ Akbar Nama, Sur Sagar, Ram Charitamanasare
prominent among the bookswritten during histime. Malik Muhammad Jayasis
Padmavat and Keshav’'sRam Chandrikawere al so written during the same period.
Jahangir greatly patronized literature. Many scholarsadorned hiscourt. Hetoowas
ascholar of ahigh caiber and wrotehislifestory. During Shah Jahan’stimethere
wasawel | known scholar named Abdul Hameed L ahori. Hewrote Badshah Nama
Theliterary activitiessuffered during Aurangzeb'stime.
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Urdu literature started devel oping during thelast days of the Mugha emperor. This
credit goesto Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khanand MirzaGdib. Thelanguage of Sir Sayyid
Ahmed Khanwasvery smpleandimpressive. Hiscompositionsinspired the other
urduwriter MirzaGalib, who wasafamous poet of histime. He made animportant
contribution to uplift Urdu poetry. There were some other writersalso who took
interest in Urdu poetry and enriched the Urdu literature. Maulvi Altab Hussain Al
Akbar Allahabadi and Dr. Mohammed Igbal are somefamous names.

AsPersian wasthe language of the court, much of theliterature produced inthisperiod
waswritten in Persian. Amir Khusrau and Amir Hasan Dehelvi wrote superb poetry in
Persgan. HistorianslikeMinhas-us-Sirg and ZiaBarani and |bn Batutawho cameto India
during those dayswrote accountsof rulers, important political eventsandincidentsinthis
language. Inthe medieval period, Persian was adopted asthe court language. Several
historica accounts, administrativemanualsand alied literaturein thislanguage have come
downtous. Themughal rulersweregresat patrons of leaning and literature. Babar wrote
histuzuk (autobiography) in Turkish language, but hisgrandson Akbar got it trand ated
into Persian. Akbar patronized many scholars. Hegot Mahabharatatrand ated into Persian.
Jahangir’ sautobiography (Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri) isin Persan andisauniquepieceof literature.
Itissaid that Noorjahan was an accomplished Persian poetess. Quite afair amount of
Persian literature has been produced by the courtiers of the Mughals. Abul Fazl’'s
Akbarnamah and Ain-e-Akbari isafine piece of literature. From therewe get agood
ded of information about Akbar and histimes. Faizi wrotebeautiful Persian poetry. Severa
collectionsof |ettersof theMughd period (insha) have comedownto us. Besidesshedding
light on Mughal history, they indicate different stylesof |etter writing. Another namein
proseand history writingisthat of ChandraBhan, awriter of Shahjahan'sdays. Smilarly,
we have awork named Tabgat-i-Alamgiri, shedding light on Aurangzeb. Badauni was
another writer who belonged during Akbar’ stime. Inthe twentieth century, Igba wrote
good Persian poetry. All thishasnow becomeapart of Indian heritage and culture.

Among the noted Hindu poets of this period were Kabir, Tulsidas, Surdasand
Rahim. Kabirsdohasarestill so popular today while Tulsidas's Ramcharitmanas
has become the most sacred book of the Hindus. Behari’s Satsal written during
Akbar’sreignisvery famous. Alankarashekharaby Keshav Mishrawas produced
inAkbar’scourt. It wasagreat Sanskrit work on the styles of writing. Akbar also
got many Sanskrit bookslike Bhagwad Gitaand Upanishadstrand ated into Persian.

1. What arethevariousformsof Hindi language?

INTEXT QUESTIONS 7.1
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2. Whichlanguageisused by Tulsdasfor Ramcharitmanas?

3. How did Urdulanguage cameinto usein India?

4. Which coutry hasUrdu asastatelanguage?

5. WhatisUrdulangagecalledin Deccan?

7.3 HINDI LITERATURE

Thesewas atremendous growth of regional languages|ike Hindi, Bengali, Assamese,
Oriya, Marathi and Gujarati during thistime. Inthe South, Malayalam emerged asan
independent languagein the 14th century Theemergenceof al theselanguagesresultedin
the decline of Sanskrit as they came to be used as the medium through which the
adminigrativemachinery functioned. Therise of the Bhakti movement and theuse of these
regiond langages by thevarioussaintshelpedintheir growth and development. We have
aready noted the various diaectsthat devel opedin northern and western India. Prithviraj
Rasoissupposed to bethefirst book inthe Hindi language. It isan account of exploitsof
Prithvirgg Chauhan. Initsimitation severa other rasoswerewritten. Thelanguagewent on
changing astheareawhereit was used expanded. New wordsto expressnew situations
wereeither coined or taken from areas coming under itsinfluence. Hindi literaturelooked
to Sanskrit classicsfor guidance and Bharata's Natyashastrawaskept in mind by Hindi
writers. During thetwelfth and thirteenth centuriesthere started amovement in southern
Indiathat was called the Bhakti movement. Asitsinfluencereached thenorth, it started
affecting the prose and poetry that were being composed in Hindi. Poetry now became
largely devotional in nature. Some of the poetslike Tuisidaswrote poetry in alanguage
whichwas of that region only, while otherslike Kabir, who moved from placeto place
added Persian and Urduwordsaswell. Thoughit issaid that Tuisidaswrote Ramcharit
Manas based on Vamiki’'s Ramayana, he d so alterssituationsand adds quite afew new
scenesand Stuationsbased onfolklore. For example, Stalsexileismentioned in Vamiki’s
versonbut itisnot mentionedin Tulsidas saccount. Tuisidashasdeified hisherowhilethe
hero of Vamiki isahuman being.

Hindi evolved during the A pabhramsa stage between the 7th and 8th centuriesA.D. and
the 14th C. It was characterized asVeergathaKaai.e. the age of heroic poetry or theAdi
Kala(early period). It was patronised by the Rajput rulersasit glorified chiralry and
poetry. The most famousfiguresfrom this period were Kabir and Tulsidas. Inmodern
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times, the Khadi dial ect became more prominent and avariety of literaturewas produced
in Sanskrit.

Similarly, SurdaswrotehisSur Sagar inwhich hetalksof Krishnaasaninfant, ayounglad
indulging in pranksand ayoung man engaged in dalliance with the gopis. These poets
made adeepimpression onthemindsof thelisteners. If thefestival sassociated with Rama
and Krishnahave become so very popular, the credit goesto these poets. Their versions
became the source of inspiration not only for other poets but also for paintersin the
medieval ages. They inspired Mirabai, who sang in Rgjasthani language, and Raskhan,
who, though aMuslim, sang in praise of Krishna. Nandadasawas an important Bhakti
poet. Rahim and Bhushan wereaclassapart. Their subject wasnot devotion, but spiritud.
Bihari wrote his Satsai in the seventeenth century; it givesusaglimpseof shringar (love)
and other rasas.

All theabove mentioned Hindi poets, except Kabir, expressed their sentimentsessentialy
to satisfy their own devotiona instincts. Kabir did not believeiningtitutionalised religion.
Hewasadevotee of aformless God. Chanting His name wasthe be-all and end-all for
him. All these poetsinfluenced the north Indian society inamanner that had never happened
earlier. Asitiseaser to remember poetry than prose, they becameimmensely popular.

During thelast 150 years, many writers have contributed to the development of modern
Indialiterature, written inanumber of regiona languagesaswell asin English. Oneof the
greatest Bengali writers, Rabindranath Tagore became thefirst Indian to win the Nobel
Prizefor literature (Geetanjali) in 1913.

However, itisonly with the beginning of nineteenth century that-Hindi prosecameintoits
own. Bharatendu Harishchandrawas one of the earliest to produce dramasin Hindi which
werebasically trand ations of textswritten in Sanskrit and other languages. But he set the
trend. Mahavir Prasad Dwivedi was another author who wrote tranglations or made
adaptationsfrom Sanskrit. Bankim Chandra Chatterji (1 838-94) wrotenovelsoriginaly in
Bangla. They cameto betrand ated into Hindi and becamevery popular. Vande Mataram,
our national song, is an excerpt from his novel, Anand Math. Swami Dayanand’s
contributionto Hindi cannot beignored. Originaly aGujarati and ascholar of Sanskrit, he
advocated Hindi asacommon languagefor thewholeof India. Hestarted writing in Hindi
and contributed articlesto journalsessentially engaged inreligiousand socia reforms.
Satyartha Prakash washismost important work in Hindi. Among other nameswho have
enriched Hindi literature, isthat of Munshi Prem Chand, who switched over from Urduto
Hindi. SuryaKant Tripathi, ‘Nirala , achievesrecognition because he questioned the
orthodoxiesin society. Mahadevi Vermaisthefirst woman writer in Hindi to highlight
issuesrelated to women. Maithili Sharan Gupt isanother important name. Jai shankar
Prasad wrote beautiful dramas.
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Hindi Language M akesProgressin Modern Period

Hindi Language: The development of modern language started at the end of the 18th
century. Themainwritersof thisperiod were Sedasukh La and Enshallah Khan. Bhartendu
Harishchandrad so srengthened Hindi language. Similarly Rgalakshman Snghtrandated
Shakuntalainto Hindi. Hindi continued to devel op in adverse circumstances asthe office
work wasdonein Urdu.

Hindi Literature: Bhartendu Harish Chandra, MahaviraPrasad Dwivedi, Ramchandra
Shuklaand Shyam Sunder Daswere the main among the prosewritersof Hindi literature.
Ja Shanker Prasad, Maithdisharan Gupta, Sumitranandan Pant, Suryakant Tripathi ‘Niraa,
Mahadevi Verma, Ramdhari Singh ‘ Dinkar’ and Haribans Rai ‘ Bacchan’ made great
contribution to the devel opment of Hindi poetry. Similarly Prem Chand, Vrindavan lal
Vermaand Ellachandra Joshi wrote novelsand enriched Hindi literature.

If welook at theabovewriters, wefind that they al wrotewith apurpose. Swami Dayanand
wrotein order to reform the Hindu society and rid it of false beliefs and social evils.
Munshi Prem Chand tried to draw the attention of the society to the mi serable existence of
the poor and Mahadevi Vermareci pient of Padma Vibhushan, the second highest civilian
award highlighted the conditionsof women inthesociety. ‘ Nirala becamethe pioneer of
awakening of Modern India

1. Whoistheauthor of NatyaShashtra?

INTEXT QUESTIONS 7.2

2. Whatisthedifference betweenthecharacter of RamainVVamikhi and Tulsidas?

3. HowwasKrishna'srolein Sur Sagar different?

4. Our nationa song Vandemataram istaken fromwhich book?

5. Why dowefed that Hindi writerswrotewith apurpose?

7.4 BENGALI, ASSAMESE AND ORTYA LITERATURE

After Hindi, thenext significant literaturewasthe onethat developedin Benga . The Baptist
Mission Presswas established in Serampore near Calcuttain 1800. East IndiaCompany
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founded the Fort William Collegeinthe sameyear. It provided training to civil servantsof
the Company inlaw, customs, religions, languagesand literatures of Indiato enablethem
towork moreefficiently.

Thegrowth of the Bhakti movement and the compositon of varioushymnsassociated
with Chaitanyaprovided astimulusto the devel opment and growth of Bengali.
Narrative poems called the Mangal Kavyasalso grew popular during thisperiod.
They propatated theworship of local deitieslike Chandi and transformed Puranic
Godslike Sivaand Vishnuinto household deities.

Inthisregard, avery important landmark was achieved by William Carey, whowrotea
grammar of Bengali and published an English-Bengdi dictionary and a so wrote bookson
dialoguesand stories. It may be noted that the grammar and dictionariesareimportant in
the devel opment of aliterature. They guidethewritersasto the correctness of asentence
and dso hdptheminfinding suitablewordsfor aparticular Stuation andidea. Althoughthe
am of the pressrun by themissonarieswasmainly to propagate Christian faith but other
pressesrun by local peoplehel ped intheflourishing of non-Christian literature. Scores of
pamphlets, small and big books and journa swere produced. In the meantime education
spread, although at avery slow pace. But after 1835, when Macaulay won the battle
against Orientalists, it spread at afaster pace. In 1854 came Sir CharlesWood's Despatch
and in 1857 thethree universities of Cal cutta, Madras and Bombay were established.
Besdestextbooksfor schoolsand colleges, other literaturewere a so produced. However
it was RgjaRam Mohan Roy who wrotein Bengdi besides English that gaveimpetusto
Bengdli literature. |shwar ChandraVidyasagar (1820-91) and Akshay Kumar Dutta (1820
86) weretwo other writers of thisearly period. In addition to these, Bankim Chandra
Chatterji (1834-94), Sharat Chandra Chatterji (1876-1938), and R.C. Dultta, a noted
historian and aprosewriter, al contributed to the making of Bengali literature. But the
most important namethat influenced thewhole of Indiawasthat of RabindraNath Tagore
(1861-1941). Novels, dramas, short stories, criticism, music and essays, al flowed from
hispen. Hewonthe Nobel Prizefor literaturein 1913 for his Geetanjali.

However, afew things need to be noted about the influence of Western ideas which
permeated Bengal and later on other parts of India. Upto 1800, most of the literature
produced waslimitedto religion or courtly literature. The Western influence brought the
writerscloser tothemaninthe street. The subjectsweremundane. Somerdigiousliterature
wasa so produced but it hardly said anything new.

Thefina yearsof the nineteenth century and thefirst half of the twentieth century saw a
new subject, nationalism, being taken up. Two thingswere seeninthisnew trend. Thefirst
wasthelovefor old history and cultureand an awareness of thefactsof British exploitation.
Thesecondwasaclarion call for arousing the Indiansto drive out theforeigners, both by
persuasion and force. Thisnew trend was expressed by Subrahmanyam Bharti in Tamil
and Qazi Nazrul ISamin Bengali. The contributionsof thesetwo writersin arousing the

Indian Culture and Heritage Secondary Course

MODULE - 11l

Languages and
Literature

Notes



MODULE - 1l

Languages and
Literature

Notes

Indian Languagesand Literature-11

nationalistic sentimentsin thereaderswastremendous. Their poetry wastrand ated into
other Indianlanguages.

Assamese- LikeBengali, Assamese d so devel oped in responseto the Bhakti movement.
Shankardevawho introduced Vai shnavismin Assam helped in the growth of Assamese
poetry. Even the Puranasweretrandated in Assamese.

Theearliest Assameseliterature consisted of buranjis(court chronicles). Shankardev has
left several devotiond poems, which peoplesong with rapturous pleasure, but it wasonly
after 1827 that moreinterest was shown in producing Assameseliterature. Two names,
L akshmi Nath Bezbaruaand PadmanabaGohai n Baruacannot beforgotten. From Orissa,
acouple of namesare worth mentioning and these are Fakirmohan Senapati and Radha
Nath Ray, whosewritings deserve consi derabl e attention in the history of Oriyaliterature.

The works of Upendra Bhanja (1670 - 1720) were important as they ushered a new
period of Oriyaliterature. In Orissathe works of Saraladasa are regarded asthefirst
worksof Oriyaliterature.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 7.3

1. Whenand werewas Baptist Presss established?

2. When didWood's Derpatch cometo India?

3. Whenandwherewerethree universitiesopened?

4. Whichwork of Sh. R.N. Tagorewon him NoblePrizein 1913?

5. How did Shan Karadwahelp in the growth of Assamese poetry.?

7.5 PUNJABI AND RAJASTHANI LITERATURE

Punjabi isalanguagewith several shades. Itisbeing writtenin two scripts, Gurmukhi and
Pergan. The Gurmukhi script till theend of the nineteenth century wasamost limitedtothe
Adi Granth, the holy book of the Sikhs. Only asmall number of peopletriedtolearnthe
script except thegranthis, who recited the holy Granth in the gurdwaras. However, the
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language did not lack literature. Guru Nanak wasthefirst poet in Punjabi. Some other
contemporary poets, mostly Sufi saints, used to singinthislanguage. These Sufisor their
followersused the Persian script if they wanted to commit their poetry towriting. Inthis
ligt, thefirst nameisthat of Farid. Hispoetry hasfound aplaceinthe Adi Granth. The Adi
Granth aso containspoetry of thenext four gurus. All thisliterature bel ongsto thefifteenth
and sixteenth centuries. Amongst thelater gurus, the poetry of the ninth guru, Guru Tegh
Bahadur hasa so contributed to the Adi Granth. Guru Gobind Singh, thetenth guru, was
educated in Patna(Bihar), where helearnt Persian and Sanskrit. He has composed two
savaiyyasin Punjabi but these are not apart of the Adi Granth.

But it wasthelove stories of Heer and Ranjha, Sasi and Punnu and Sohni and Mahiwal,
which gavethislanguageitsthemein theearly days. Eventhe story of Puran Bhagat found
favour with some poets. Beautiful poemswritten by some known and some unknown
poets have come down to us. Theseare being sung by local singersfor thelast two or
threehundred years. Thereare several other poetic storieswhich have been composed by
thelocds. Thisfolklore has been preserved. The most important of theseisHeer of Waris
Shah. Itisthemost popular of theearly works. Itisalandmark in Punjabi poetry. Similar
isthe popularity of Bulley Shah who wasaSufi saint. He hasleft alarge number of songs.
One of his popular forms of compositions was called kafi; it was sung in aclassical
musical form. Kafisare sung by peoplewith great fervour.

I nthetwentieth century, Punjabi had comeintoitsown. Bhai Vir Singh composed an epic,
named Rana Surat Sngh. Puran Singh and Dr. M ohan Singh are among the best known
writers. Essays, short stories, poetry, novels, criticismand al other formsof writing have
adorned the Punjabi literary scene.

Rajasthani, adidect of Hindi, haditsown part to play. The bards (itinerant Singers) moved
from placeto place, providing entertainment and keeping the stories of heroesalive. 1t was
from these ballads that Colonel Todd collected the heroic stories of Rajasthan and put
theminthe Annalsand Antiquities of Rajasthan. But the devotional songsof MiraBai
haveaplaceof prideinthehistory of languageaswell asdevotiona music. MiraBai’slove
for her lord (L ord Krishna) issometimes sointensethat it transcendsthismundaneworld
and transportsoneto theland of thissinger.

The development of the Bhakti movement led to therise of the different regional
languageslike Hindi, Gujarati, Marathi, Punjabi, Kannada, Tamil and Telugu.

7.6 GUJARATI LITERATURE

Early Gujarati literatureisavailablein the form of Bhakti songs of the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries. It ill followstheold traditionwhichispopular in Gujarat. Nars Mehtal's
nameistheforemost inthisrespect. The people of Gujarat wovethese devotiona songsin
their folk dancesand their religiousformsoften find expressionsin their celebrations.
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Narmad' s poetry gaveafillip to the Gujarati literature. Saraswati Chandra, anovel by
Govardhan Ram, hasbecome aclassic and has given great impetusto other writers. But
probably anamethat cannot beforgottenisthat of Dr. K.M. Munshi. Hewasanovelist,
an essayist and ahistorian, and has|eft aplethoraof historical novels. Inthese bookshe
exhibitshisability tomix fact with fiction. Prithvi Vallabhaisone of hisfinest novels. A
specia mention must bemade of Narst Mehtawhose songsin praise of Krishnanot only
made him avery popular figure but also made Gujarati |language popular.

7.7 SINDHI LITERATURE

Sindh was one of theimportant centres of Sufis, who established khangahsat various
places. The Sufi singerswiththeir devotional music madethelanguage popular. Thecredit
for creating literaturein Sindhi goesto MirzaKalish Beg and Dewan Kauramal

7.8 MARATHI LITERATURE

Maharashtraissituated on aplateau where alarge number of local dialectswerein use.
Marathi grew out of thesetheselocal dia ects. The Portuguese missionaries started using
Marathi for preaching their gospd.

Theearliest Marathi poetry and proseisby Saint Jnaneshwar (Gyaneshwar) wholivedin
thethirteenth century. Hewrotealong commentary on the Bhagavad Gita. Hewastheone
who started the kirtan tradition in Maharashtra. He wasfollowed by Namdev (I 270-
1350), Gora, Senaand Janabai. All these sang and popularised the Marathi language.
Their songs are sung even today by the Verkari pilgrirnson their way to Pandharpur
pilgrimage. Almost two centuries|later, Eknath (1 533-99) came on the scene. Hewrote
the commentaries on the Ramayanaand the Bhagawat Purana. Hissongsarevery popular
al over Maharashtra.

Then came Tukarama (1598-1650). He is supposed to be the greatest Bhakti poet of
themal. Ramdas (1608-81), whowastheguru of Shivgi, isthelast of thesehymnwriters.
Hewasthe devotee of Rama. Heinspired Shivaji. The closing years of the nineteenth
century saw an upsurgeinthe Marathi literature. It wasanationaist movement that made
Marathi prose popular and prominent. Ba Gangadhar Tilak (I 857-1920) started hisJourna
Kesari inMarathi. Thishelped thegrowth of Marathi literature. But therole of Keshav Sut
andV.S. Chiplunkar wasno less. Hari Narayan Apte and Agarkar wrote novelswhich
becamevery popular. All these prose writersmade great contribution to the devel opment
of Marathi literature. Thename of H.G Salgaokar isremembered for writing inspirational
poetry. Besides, the names of M.G. Ranade, K.T. Telang, GT. Madholkar (poet and
novelist) arenolessimportant.

7.9 KASHMIRI LITERATURE

Kashmir shot into literary prominence, when Kahanawrote Rajatarangini in Sanskrit
But thiswasin thelanguage of thedlite. For locals, Kashmiri wasthe popular dialect. Here
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asothe Bhakti movement playeditsrole. OneLa Ded, wholived inthefourteenth century,
was probably thefirst to sing in the Kashmiri language. Shewasa Shaivite mystic. After
Idam spread inthisarea, the Sufi influencea so cameto bevisible. HabaK hatoon, Mahjoor,
ZindaKaul, Noor Din aso known as Nund Rishi, Akhtar Mohiuddin, Sufi Ghulam
Mohammad and DinaNath Nadim wrote devotional poetry in Kashmiri. These people
contributed to the growth of Kashmiri literature. o - -
otes

TheWestern influence did not reach Kashmir till the end of the nineteenth century. In
1846, after thefirst Sikh War, the Dogras of Jammu becametherulersthere. The Dogras
weremoreinterested in Dogri language than in Kashmiri. Therewere hardly any schools
or education. Therewaswidespread poverty and economic backwardness. All theseled
toalack of good literaturein Kashmir.

Thoughthelist of Modern Indian languages can have many languages, the constitution of
Indiahasorigindly about 15languagesasnationd languagesi.e. Assamese, Bengdi, Gujardti,
Hindi, Kashmiri, Marathi, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Urdu, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam. Three morelangaugesi.e. Nepali, Manipuri and Konkani have been added
now tothelist.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 7.4

1. WhichIndianlanguagewaswrittenin two scripts Gurumukhi and Persian?

2. Nameat least two love stories of Punjab?

3. Whichwasthe popular formsof compaositionsof Bulley Shah?

4. Namethenovd of Govardhan Ram?

5. Who started Kirtan tradition in Maharashtrain the 13th century AD?

6. What reasonsledtoalack of good literaturein Kashmiri?
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Notes

7.10 ROLE OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES

With the coming of the Europeansto Indiavariousforeignlanguageslike English, French,
Dutch and Portuguese wereintroduced herewhich greatly enriched Indian langaugesas
they added many new wordsto their vocabulary.

The contribution of the Christian missionariesin the devel opment of Indian literaturewas
no lesssignificant. First of al, they published dictionariesand grammar in severa local
languages. The bookswritten by them were meant for the newly arrived clergymen from
Europe. These books hel ped these mi ssionariesas much asthey hel ped thewritersinthe
local languages. They could easily turnto thedictionariesto find asuitableword or seeif
theword wasgrammatically correct.

The second fact istheroleof lithographic printing press, whichwasintroduced in Indiain
the beginning of the nineteenth century. Theforeignershad established these pressesfor
printing literaturein local languagesfor the benefit of the new, or would-be converts.
Therefore, theroleof printing pressin the development of literature cannot beignored.
Thethird important fact isthe establishment of schoolsand collegesby themissionaries.
Here, besides English, themissionariesa so taught thelocal languages. Perhapstheir am
wasto spread Christianity but they also produced anewly educated class, who had a
desiretoreadtheir literature. Thus, therole of missionariescannot beignored whilewriting
thehistory of Indianlanguagesand literature.

Main Writersof English Literaturein India

InIndiatherewere many writersof the English literature. The Indiansstarted writing
work in English after 1835, when English was made the medium of instruction.
Many [ndianwriterscomposdtheir literaturein English. Some of them showed their
interest inthefield of poetry, while some others showed their keeninterestin prose
writing. Michagl Madhu Sudan Dutta, Taradutta, Sarojini Nai du and Ravindranath
Tagore madeimportant contribution in thefield of English Poetry. SurendraNath
Banerjee, Firoze Shah Mehtaand Jawahar La Nehru showed interestin English
prose.

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e Hindi wasspoken by alarge number of people.

e  Urduand Persanbecamepopular intheMughd era. Urduwasbornout of theinteraction
between Turkish settlersand thelocal people. Abul Fazl, ChandraBhan and Badayuni
werefamouswritersof theMughal era.

o Hindi literaturelooked to Sanskrit classicsfor guidance. Bhakti poetry isamilestone
inHindi literature. Kabir, Tulsidasand Surdasweretheguiding light of Hindi literature.
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Inthe beginning of the nineteenth century Hindi prose cameinto existence.

Next to Hindi, therichest literatureisthat of Bengdi. Rabindranath Tagore, Bankim
ChandraChatterji and Sharat Chandra Chatterji contributed to the making of Bengdi
literature. Assameseliterature consisted of buranjis. Similar isthe casewith Oriya.

Till theend of the nineteenth century, Gurmukhi waslimited to Adi Granth; it wasthe
lovestoriesof Heer Ranjhawhich gavethislanguage atheme. Thedevotional song of
MeeraBai gaveaplaceof honour to Rgjasthani languageand literature.

Gujarati, Sindhi, Marathi and Kashmiri so developed their literaturein due course of
time

Many Indianwriterscompsoed their writingsin English.

Ea TERMINAL EXERCISE

A w b P

What wastheroleof the Christianmissionariesin India?
Briefly describethe devel opment of Hindi language?
Explaintheroleof Persanlangaugeinmedievad India?

| dentify the contributionsof Indian languagesand literaturein shaping of Indian society?

[]
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

- XN
[ERN

Brg Bhasha, Avadhi, Bhojpuri, Magadhi, Rgasthani, Khadi Boli.

Avedhi

Urdu langaugewasborn out of theinteraction of Turkish settler withlocals.
Pekistan

Dakshini or Daccani (southern)

o w DR

1. Bhaata

2. Tulsdas Ramaisportrait asGod whileinVaimikhi’sHeisportrait asHuman
being.

3. Kirishnaasayoungladindulgingin pranksand ayoung man engagedin delliance
withthegoppies.
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4. AnandMath

5. Swami Dayanand wrotein order to reform Hindu society. Munshi Premchand
wrote about the miserabl e existance of the poor. Mahadevi Vermawrote about
the plight of women.

Notes 7.3
In 1800 at Seerampur near Cal cutta.
1854

In 1857, Cdl cutta, Madras, Bombay

Gedtanjdli

a &~ w Do

Heintroduced Vai shnavisminAssam.

74

Punjabi

Heer/Ranjha, Sohni/Mahiwal, Sasi/Punnu
K

Saraswati Chandra

Saint Jnaneshwar

o g w N PF

Poverty, economic backwardnessand theuse of Dogri.
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